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Assistant Professor 
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Department of Political Science 
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4001 W. McNi'cnol s Road 
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Dear Professor Klemanski: 

executlve/ legal 

3225901 

:vla rc h 1 , 19 8 4 

Enforcemenf St:::tement:s of E!:o-nomlc k,t-ereSl' 

322-6444 

Re: Your Request for Advice, Our 
Advice No. A-84-039 

I am writing in response to y~ur letter asking the following 
questions: 

1. Does the State of California allow an elected 
official to have an Officeholder's Expense Fund (a separate 
account for expenses incidental to holding office)? 

2. Does tne State provide its state legislators with 
an expense account? If it does, what is the amount of the 
account and is disclosure requirea? 

Discussion 

1. In California, elected officials do not normally have 
separate Officeholderfs Expense Funds. An officeholder may use 
his or her campaign funds to make payments which are related to 
his or her status as an officeholder; such expenditures are 
reported on the official's campaign reports. Officeholder 
related expenses which are paid out of personal funds, rather 
than campaign funds, are not reported unless they are political 
- an officeholder who buys a sofa for his office doesn't report 
that as a campaign expenditure. (See California Government Code 
Section 82025, Elections Code Section 12400, et seq., 2 Cal. 
Adm. Code Section 18225 (copy enclosed), and Form 420, 
Schedule E (copy enclosed) .) 

2. Your question concerning the state legislators' expense 
accounts should be directed to the Office of Legislative 
Counsel, State Capitol, Room 3021, Sacramento, California 
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95814. T~e Poli~ical Reform Act (Section 81000, et sec.) does 
not require expenses paid from this account to be-repo;ted 
because the funds cannot be used for political purposes. 

If you have any additional questions, please feel free to 
contact me at 916/322-5901. 
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Very truly yours, 

!Jf:&s~/!~OJC/ 
Counsel, Legal Division 
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State 0: Californi 
Fair Pol i tical P~actices Commh: sion 
Sacramento, Cal. 95814 

To Whom It May Concern: 

Petruarj 7, 1984 

'rhe State of Michigan Campaign l<'inanc~ Act (1()7b) provides for, in pan, 
an Officer.older's Expense E'und (OEi). This l>'und allows state electc;>c 
ofJ:'ic:'als to crea·,e a separate account f")r expenses "incillental to [luI ing 
office." 

Does YOUl state hay€, any pJ'ovision for such a fl,Wd? Cr is a fund l' r'_E this 
prohibited? Does the state provide an axpense account for its state 
legisla tors? If so, in what amount? Is sc10sure required? 

In all:1ition to Lne acove questio:!s, I am also lnterestea in the ciL,it1.ons 
.)1' any re .... evanl: portio:.", of your campaign finance statu-::e. Thank jOt.< 

i:1 advance fir y,)ur cooperation. Please tiL. :ne for any Gosts a~,sOi' L::tt&d 
wj th repr'o Jucine any me teria15 you may send. 

Sir.cerely, 

John S. Klemanski 
Assistant Profe~sor 
Dept. of Political Science 
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